
Evangelical Celebration 
 
 
Welcome to Maranatha Evangelical Free Church. 
 What does that even mean?  What is the uniqueness of our church? 

What does our name – denomination mean? 
What sets us apart from other churches in our city? 

 
The title of this message series is called The Gospel Story: Evangelical Convictions 
 Covering what we believe, not just as our church specifically but 

The basics of the Church and the historic Christian faith. 
             We will look at God, sin, salvation, worship, prayer, church, evangelism and discipleship 

It is very important to bring together doctrine and devotion  
We are looking upward, inward and outward. 
 

      True thinking through the Bible, true theology instructs our lives and compels the heart to worship. 
Or stated in a more concise way:  True theology guides the mind and stirs the heart to worship. 

 
And here is probably the most common theme you will hear me crusade: 
      What we believe and how we are to behave and ultimately lead us to worship God. 
 As our minds will engage with truth our hearts will respond with worship. 

We are to be all about worship, not style but object of worship. 
 

     In this series we will talk about what we believe and why we believe it.  
But we will not stop there.  We will also incorporate how it affects our lives.   
     We want to put truth into action. 
 

You will see that in every sermon God will not just be a topic, but He will be the main theme every Sunday.  
It is my job as your pastor expounding on this Word is that you come to know God more. 
 
 
When I travel it often comes up what do I do.  As a minister I am happy to talk about this topic. 
I am not a label guy but if I have to put them on here is what I say: 
 Christian, Protestant, Evangelical, Conservative  
 
Evangelical? 
The term evangelical stems from the biblical word for gospel. The word comes from euangelion where we 
get our word evangel, which is also where we have the words good news, the good news according to 
Matthew 

 
The Gospel is at the heart of what our church is all about  

in both what we believe and how we live out that belief- behavior. 
 
What is an Evangelical?  Two aspects: 
 A person who has the Bible as the final authority 
 A person who has trusted Jesus as their personal Savior. 

 Please note that many churches in Rice Lake are very Evangelical- Lutheran, Baptist, etc.  
 
Let me give you an example of how these are important to us. 
 
When I travel I make sure I don’t lose things.  These are things that are important to me. 
 Above all I do not want to lose my 
  Passport speaks of who I am  
  Wedding ring  speaks of who I love  
 



Did you ever wonder what is important to God?  What does He cherish? 
 
Ps 138:2  “I will bow down toward Your holy temple and will praise Your Name for Your love and Your 
faithfulness, for You have exalted above all things Your Name and Your Word.” 
 
 
Here are two things that God exalts, considers very important to himself: 
 
 The Name of God which       speaks of who He is   
 The Word of God   which       speaks of what He loves  
 
 
The Name of God 
Lifting high the name of Christ.  We will look at this aspect in February as we look at the name of God.  
 
 
The Word of God 
What we believe comes from this Word, it is our guide.  
We are ultimately shaped by the Bible,  

but we are also shaped by our Christian heritage-  
               We are not bound by these traditions but to the Word of God.  
Informed and transformed by the Word of God 
 
 
As a church we are Word Centered and Christ Exalting  
No authority but the Word of God and Jesus Christ 
 
When our minds and hearts are deep in the Word and longing to revere, lift up His name, bring glory to… 
 The natural response is Worship 
 
 
And one of the great evangelical celebrations is communion 
 Remembering and responding to the great message of the Cross 
 
 


